Guiding Research Questions

SECTION I – GEOGRAPHY AND BEGINNINGS OF ANCIENT GREECE

1. Along what major sea did Greece develop?  What sea does much of ancient Greece surround?

2. What effects did the sea have on life in ancient Greece?

3. How long ago did its civilization begin to develop?

4. Why was farming a challenge in Greece?  Why was timing important?

5. What are some ways that Greek farmers adapted to the environment?

6. What were ancient Greece's major agricultural products?

7. How did ancient Greeks use the sea to spread their products and culture to other regions?

8. Why might one suggest that the geography of ancient Greece cause people to turn to the sea?

SECTION II – THE RISE OF GREEK CITIES

1. What is a polis?

2. What is an acropolis?  What purpose did it serve?

3. What is an agora?  What purpose did it serve?

4. Who was Homer?  Why was he important?

5. How and why was life in Sparta so different form life in Athens?

6. What cultural ties united Greece?

7. What did ancient Greek city-states have in common?  What made them different?

8. What are colonies?  What did they offer to Greece?

SECTION III – ATHENS AND THE “GOLDEN AGE”

1. How did the war with against Persia bring new wealth and power to Athens?

2. Who was Pericles?  What changes did he introduce to Athens?

3. What is philosophy?  What kinds of questions do philosophers investigate and think about?

4. Who is Socrates, and what kinds of question did he raise?

5. What were the Pelopennesian Wars?  How did they weaken Greek power in the world?

6. What did the “Golden Age” leave us, in terms of philosophy, theater, and architecture?

7. What did the Athenians achieve during the “Golden Age”?

8. What generalizations can one make about the legacy that the “Golden Age” has left for us today?

SECTION IV – ALEXANDER AND THE GREEK EMPIRE

1. What did Alexander the Great do to spread legacies of Greek civilization?  

2. How was Alexander influenced by Greek culture?

3. Over what areas did Alexander spread Greek culture?

4. What different kinds of peoples came under the rule of Alexander?

5. What was the city of Alexandria?  What did it have in common with a polis?  How was it influenced by a variety of cultures?  

6. How did Alexander change life around the Mediterranean region?

7. What areas of life are influenced by the legacy of ancient Greece?

8. What conclusions can one make about Greece's importance to history?

